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Dear members and other readers, f 1 
8.rndfodi~ 

What a year this has been - weatherwise and healthwise, 
for me. Now it is only 6 weeks until Christmas, and like so many other people, I am 
wondering where the year has gone. With our final outing for the year only a couple 
of weeks away, I must get this done now, and ignore everything else which is waiting 
for my attention. We've had an amazing amount of rain here, - 956 mls. to the end of 
October with 167 in usually dry September, and 2243 in October. The year started well 
with 390 mls. to end of March, 903 in August. Everything is green, tanks are full, 
and some plants have become "triffid-like", such as mints almost a metre high. This 

part-of-the country experiences-a-fairly dr-y-atmosphere,-evenwith-rain,-but the 
year is well ahead of 2009 which had 684* mls. over 12 months, compared with 956 mls. 
to date. Time saved watering has been used trying to control the weeds, and with the 
warmer days, the grass needs more mowing. I notice that Eremophilas, excellent for 
this hot summer and frosty winter area, are suffering from too much wet, hopefully 
will recover with some pruning. 
First of all, some housekeeping - A few membership renewals are still lagging, and it 
would please me if they were caught up before the end of this year. I hate putting 
red dots on newsletters, but if you have one, please pop $5 in an envelope and post 
it to me. 
Our Study Group funds are healthy, however, the result of past years when I provided 
displays here & there, and sold some bits & pieces. The balance presently stands at 
$1743,74 with $150.00 to be banked next week, giving a total of $1893.74, out of 
which will come the cost of photocopying this newsletter (including paper), plus 
envelopes and postage,? This is usually between $50 and $60 for 75/80 newsletters. 
It has been suggested that the Study Group purchase a GPS to use to record locations 
of plants we find, and which need a return visit to check on flowering times, etc. 
This suggestion follows our discovery of a single leaf of a terrestrial orchid in 
bushland at D'Aguilar earlier in the year. I also have plans, when I get the time, 
to prepare and photocopy simple small booklets of the more common plants of some of 
the places we visit. We did this back in 2005 for the Deagon Wetlands, but haven't 
got past the first edition yet. They are just simple black & white guides to the 
plants most commonly seen on walks along bushland tracks, plus a bit of a story about 
the area covered. Just one more task, and please don't ask about any "real books", 
I do have dreams in that direction too. 
I'm very pleased to welcome the Pine Rivers branch of S.G.A.P. Qld. to the Study Group, 
and also Hilary Pearl from Maleny, who "did" a couple of the Wildflower Festival walks 
and became interested. She especially enjoyed the Beerburrum walk, where she proved 
that the new wildflower brochure for the Glass House Mountains wildflowers is an 
excellent aid to identification of the flowers we saw. It is lovely to have both the 
Pine Rivers and Caboolture Daytime branches in our membership, and I want to impress 
that individual members of those branches are welcome to join any Wallum Study Group 
activities. Our membership is very localised with most members in southern coastal 
Queensland, and only 3 interstate members. I suspect that the word "wALLUM" in our 
title is a little off-putting - it was when I started the Study Group in 1992, but -- - -.. - --- . ---- - - - 

* Postage per newsletter comes to around $50, total cost per issue $100 - $110. 
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surely by now, it must be understood that "Wallum" is just another name for 
"coastal heathland". Although I have several books about heathlands and 
their flowers interstate, it would be lovely to have a few members to share 1[ their knowledge with us. I wonder if they have the same difficulties with A the cultivation of these plants whose habitats have suffered as ours have. 

Blan~orfisranmora While on the subject of interstate heathlands, some recent publications have 
- been of interest to me. Study Group leaders receive other State newsletters 
and journals on behalf of their Study Groups, but it is often difficult to 
show them to members. Sometimes I take recent issues on outings, or include 
items in our newsletter. I recently purchased a small wildflower book from 
the A .P. S . Victoria booklist - "Flowers of Anglesea and Aireys Inlet" edited 
by Margaret MacDonald of ANGAIR, and describing many of the plants of that 
particular part of southern Victoria, along the Great Ocean Road. I've 
been lucky to have been there twice, the heathlands are wonderful, though 

1 like all our coastal heaths, they've been damaged by human activity and are 
R often still under threat. On a recent "Gardening Australia" programme, Jane 

Hibkrtr~t sfricta Edmanson visited a garden and a heathland area near Anglesea, and it is a 
lovely part of southern Australia. 
The October issue of A.P.S. NSW "Native Plants" has an article about the 
Hunter Wetlands Centre, by Newcastle Group member, Paddy Lightfoot, one of 
my favourite people. We visited the Wetlands during the 2007 ASGAP Confer- 
ence which was based at Newcastle. Then another article deals with the 
Gymea Lily, Doryanthes excelsa, which is plentiful both near the coast and 
inland, in the Hunter Valley. Study Group member Barbara Burke, my host 
at Newcastle, took me to a coastal hill near Port Stephens, where this 
marvellous Lily was growing in large numbers among the Eucalypts on the 
hillside. I must admit that I took quite a few photos of the plants with 

Thelyrnjlra paucinofa their tall flower spikes. 
This issue of "Native Plants for NSW" also featured us in the Study Group 

notes - "Some Study Groups focus on just one genus (or related genera). But 
there are also Study Groups that are based on an ecological community or 
place. This issue (NIL. 28) reports on Acacias, Boronias , Hibbertias , and 
more. The Hibbertia Interest Section notes that "the Hibbertia genus is 
most strongly represented over in W.A., but here in south-east Queensland, 

- we have a few quite lovely species brightening up the Wallum and adjacent 
bushland when they come into flower". Home location is no barrier to Study 
Group membership. The Canberra Study Group Liaison Officer is a member of 
this group, even though he lives quite a distance from any coastal heathland." 

Palersonia sericea It is encouraging to see us in State Study Group notes, and I thank Rhonda 
Daniels, NSW Study Group Liaison Officer, for including the Wallum Study Group. 
The production of back issues of "Australian Plants" has pretty well caught 
up, and you'll see "Mycorrhizal Fungi'' covered in the September 2009 issue, 
plus an article in our Queensland Region Bulletin for June 2010. 
"Australian Plants" for March 2010 takes us into the Stirling Range in south- 
western W.A., and suggests other places to visit over there. Another article 
looks at;the wonderful terrestrial orchids of the Stirling Range. I was 
there way back in 1991, on one of the tours associated with my very first 
ASGAP Conference, and it was a top place to visit. Maybe from these pictures 
I can put some names to my orchid photos. 
Back to the subject of books available through interstate book lists - In 
APS Victoria's "Growing Australian" September 2010, there is a review of 
"An Illustrated Guide to Eastern Banksias". I'll include a copy of the 
review later in this newsletter, I must admit that I am interested. You 
can enquire about ordering by phonelfax (03) 98723583 or by email to - 
apsvicbooks@gmail.com to APS Vic. Book Sales officers, Bill Aitchison and 
Sue Guymer. If interested, you could also ask about the "Flowers of 
Anglesea and Aireys Inlet". Don't forget, if you attend an A.N.P.S.A. 
Conference, book sales are always included. Keep your eyes open for any 
information about the 2011 Conference which will be hosted by South Australia 
and could include tours to the Flinders Ranges, the Coorong and Kangaroo 

," 
Dampiera sylvestns Island. 



In this pre-Christmas issue, what could I feature other than those 
Christmas %eL[s fascinating Blandfordia species - our Christmas Bells? Apparently we 

have only 4 species, all in eastern Australia, in south-east Queens- 
land, New South Wales, and Tasmania. I did some research, but if any 
other information is available, I'd love to receive it. 
Christmas Bells once grew in profusion around the Caloundra region of 
south-east Queensland, Kathleen'McArthur territory, and were featured 
in much of her artwork. When they were plentiful, a long time back, 
huge bunches of them were picked and sold by the roadside. But I don't 
think this action-was as responsible for their loss, as was the rampant 
development of the Sunshine Coast. I can remember seeing the flowers 
just north of Currimundi Creek and the present-day Kathleen McArthur 
Conservation Park, back in December 1980, and nearby were the piles of 
soil waiting to be spread to fill the area for a new development. 
Nowadays you have to know someone who knows where to 

find Christmas Bells in their "secret" places. g ~ i r h  Ey 
On an outing at the Beerwah Scientific Area 1 in late 

2006, a Study Group member found the flowers well off the track, where 
the vegetation was still fairly open following vandal-lit fires in the 
Area earlier in the year. They do need fire to set off the flowerkng 
process, and numbers of flowers gradually decrease over the following 
years. Development also overtook extensive fields of Christmas Bells 
near Port Macquarie back around the early 1990's. They still exist in 
the heathlands of the Bundjalung and Yuragir National Parks between ., 

Evans Head and Red Rock, particularly near Angourie and Wooli, this 
area being north of Coff's Harbour. At Wooli, there are both the red 
and yellow, and the plain yellow Bells growing together. 
Queensland - Blandfordia grandiflora: Coastal wallum 5rom Fraser Island 
to the border; New South Wales - New England tableland and coastal areas 
north of the Hawkesbury River, in sandy soils with high water tables. 
Summer flowers, pure yellow or red with yellow tips, 30-70cm. high in 
south-east Qld., in NSW leaves to 50cm., flower spikes to 50cm. Propagate from seed, 
in cultivation need a damp place in full sun. 
New South Wales - Blandfordia nobilis: The species name means "famous", and this 
Christmas Bell grows in sandstone country around Sydney, the N.S.W. south coast and 
southern tablelands, with summer flowers that are always red with yellow tips. Grow 
in well-drained soils, in full sun or part-shade, propagate from seed. Suitable for 
rockery, good cut flower, frost-hardy to -7OC. 
Blandfordia cunninghamii is found in the Blue Mountains of NSW, in damp places, and on 
relatively dry rocky ledges and in sheltered open forest. It is a protected rare 
species (3RC reserved population within wide geographic range), must not be gathered. 
It is rare in cultivation, with up to 20 flowers on stout, dark stems. 
Tasmania - Blandfordia punicea: It is endemic to Tasmania, a robust plant with rush- 
like leaves curving out from the base, 2cm. wide at base, to lm. in length. Flower 
spike to lm. high with red bells. Flowers are numerous from October to March. This 
species is f rost-hardy to -7OC, suitable for rockerylf oliagelcut flowers, grows in wet 
heaths, moors & hillsides, sea level to sub-alpine in high 
rainfall areas of-north-west, griOfler sower west and southern Tasmania. 
Propagate from seed, likes some shade and good drainage. 
Both Blandfordia grandiflora and cunninghamii respond to fire, 
as we have found in south-east Queensland. 

Now, I'm no expert on Christmas Bells, so I won't be offended if 
anyone offers more information. or correction on Blandfordias. 
I understand that someone at the University of New England.'in 
northern New South Wales is looking into pollination of this genus, 
so I might have more to offer in a future newsletter. 

Last month I noticed good flowering on a couple of other wildflowers 
in this part of the country, and I wonder if any members saw them 
in the near-coastal areas. One responds well to good rainfall, 

SfyLidium grarnhifofium 
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while the other, one of the many yellow pea flowers, is found 
over a very wide range, in Eucalypt forests both along the coast 
and in the hinterland ranges. Neither is strictly Wallum, but 

are seen in nearby woodlands. Jacksonia scoparia is one of the 
"L.f.?.Fsl' (little yellow pea flowers) which really test our know- 

ledge as we try to separate them : it can take years. But somehow 
Jacksonia scoparia isn't a great problem, probably because of where 
we find it growing, and its appearance. It is a tallish shrub, rather 

. . than one of those little Wallum plants, and its foliage is distinctive, 
' 
though it can be confused with the parasitic Exocarpos cupressiformis, 
or Native Cherry. In my travels in south-east Queensland and nearby 
areas, I've seen it in bushland adjoining coastal Wallum, the hinterland 
foothill and ranges, around Moore/Blackbutt/Benarkin/Yarrarnan/Cooyar, 
through the Darling Downs, before and after Warwick, and so on, Last 

. c c ~ ~ t - i a  month (October) I saw it along the D'Aguilar Highway on my way to the 
Garden Club meeting at Benarkin, and along the back roads of the town. 

Like everything else, it had responded to all the rain, and the bushes were loaded 
with sprays of the golden pea flowers. A week ago, none were to be seen, as in the 
way of so many of our wildflowers, they provided their blaze of glory for about a month, 
then finis...... Down in the Wallum, plants of Jacksonia scoparia's relative, the 
ground-hugging Jacksonia stackhousia, were noted by Wildflower Festival walkers and 
guides on Bribie Island in August. 
The plentiful rain has brought Murdannia graminea into flower in the empty paddocks 
adjoining my half-acre here at Moore. Not nearly as plentiful, though, as they were 
back in the summer of 200718, when rain in November after several fairly dry months, 
saw hundreds of the 3-petalled flowers on the adjacent Council block, and on the next- 
door neighbour's paddock. Back then, Council didn't have a regular mowing routine 
and the flowers got a chance to grow, and the neighbour's ride-on mower wasn't working. 
Nowadays the Council mows fortnightly, and Vince's mower keeps everything nice & tidy. 
While I do like to see our yards looking cared-for, it is such a pity that there is 
this "tidy mentality", especially among the old fellas who are retired. Everything 
gets mown, even the road verge along the fence of what used to be the railway paddock. 
But I was able to collect one good bunch of Murdannia one morning, to enjoy for a few 
days before they all faded. I've been transplanting a few now and then, and Geoff 
even relocated some which were growing where we mow. So I had my own little patch 
which I will gradually increase. The common name of "Slug Herb1' isn't very complimen- 
tary for such a pretty flower, but could have come from the slimy "sap" produced when 
you break off the stem or a leaf. A paddock of them in flower is 
a "sight for sore eyes", but I can't seem to be able to interest 
any of the locals in these lovely wildflowers. Geoff has become 
pretty adept at dodging any among the grass when he mows. 

I haven't done much exploring in the local bush which is mostly 
Eucalypt forest and bits of "scrub". Between Moore and nearby 
Colinton, there are a couple of small cuttings where the lo 
Hop Bush appears to be Dodonaea viscosa subsp. burmanniana. 
There was one plant of it on the edge of the first part of 
Railway Terrace, but successive roadside mowings have 
' 1  tamed" it into extinction around here. Again, the 
extra rainfall has seen the many bushes along the main 
road produce an enormous crop of seed pods, both soft red 
and green. I'd like to have it growing in my garden, as 
this genus Dodonaea is somewhat neglected in cultivation. 
I have one plant of Dodonaea triquetra here, the species we 
always find near the coastal wallum areas, and in the Glass 
House Mountains region. The other Hop Bush we encounter is a 
fairly rare species - Dodonaea rupicola, which can be found on 
Wild Horse Mountain, and was one of the plants noted on the 
Beerburrum walk during the August Wildflower Festival. It has lovely 
soft, almost fern-like foliage covered with dense soft hairs. 
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FROM MY MAILBOX 

My mailbox these days is a pigeon-hole in the "postal section" 
of our 'local shop, such is life inatiny country town, and I must 
go there a couple of times a week to collect the mail. A few items 
still arrive at the old address of Geoff's at Kobble Creek, but it seems 
that most people have taken notice of the Moore address at the start of the newsletter. 
For any who still use the old address, please take note and alter your records, thanks. 

I have mentioned in past issues that Barry Kemp of Boambee near Coff's Harbour, NSW., 
produced a very good guide' to the wildflowers of northern New South Wales, which could 
be used in our own southern Qld. wallum. As well; for many years he has been largely 
responsible for maintaining the 'heathland" section of the C.H. Botanic Garden. It has 
not been an easy task, from what Barry has told me over the years. In March this 
year, he told me "Being a large area, my weeding consists mostly of spot-spraying with 
Roundup, not ideal, but any time I have co-opted weeders, the beds have finished up 
looking as if they were rotary-hoed, making a great bed for weeds. Most small plants 
have not lasted long, others like Lomandra longifolia easily get out of hand. I try 
to propagate a few seedlings at home for planting in the beds. I have a few Dillwynia 
floribunda which I hope to have advanced enough to plant after the next dry season. 
They seem very touchy and I lose a lot for no obvious reason. uossiblv fungal diseases. - 
As for my book, it has been out of print for several years, and New ~blland are not 
interested in reprinting. I tried to buy the "printer's disc" but they asked an exorb- 
itant price, a rather 'dog-in-the-manger' attitude. Other publishers are not interested 
unless they expect to sell at least 50 per month, difficult for a regional flora. 
Another of my jobs at the B.G. is assisting with the plant identification service. I 
usually get grasses and sedges because I am the only one silly enough to take them on!" 
If anyone would like to have a look at Barry's book, I have a copy "in stock". 

Barbara Cooke from Wynnum Central sent a short letter in August, saying she doubted 
they would be able to make any of the Festival walks, but told me of their visit to 
Blackbutt, where they stayed at Wiikirri B & B and walked part of the old railway track. 
There were only a few flowers out but they found a Leucopogon. Barbara enclosed 
photos of same for me to see if I know which one it is. She thought it might be 
Leucopogon juniperinus but wasn't sure, From Barbara's photos I can confirm.that they 
were indeed L.juniperinus, which id the species of WhitebeardIBearded Heath found up in 
the open forests of the hinterland ranges. I found it on Geoff's property many years 
ago, and had one come up in my garden there. 
To add a bit to Barbara's note, I can recommend the Wiikirri B & B at Blackbutt - Julie, 
one of the proprietors, is a member of the BlackbuttIBenarkin Garden Club, and from 
what I saw of her catering at last year's Blackbutt Festival, and of the B & B itself, 
a stay there would be quite pleasant. The old railway track is part of the Brisbane 
Valley Rail Trail which.wil1 go from Ipswich to Nukku, just west of Blackbutt. The 
section between Moore and Nukku is now open to walkers, cyclists and horse-riders. 

d 

Then a little note from my dear friend Harry Laidlaw of Bli Bli, on the Sunshine Coast. 
When I started this Study Group in late 1992, Harry was member No. 5, and was then a 
member of the previous Sunshine Coast S.G.A.P. In this latest note he says "Thank you 
for the very newsy newsletter. Lots of interest within, particularly about the differ- 
ent species of wattles & Hibbertias. Must get more of those species planted at the 
Botanic Gardens. We have some success with Boronia k e y s i i  at the Gardens. They appear 
to do better where there is plenty of moisture. They don't last long if planted in 
drier areas. Hope that you have recovered after a spell in hospital, and are operating 
on all cylinders." 
When the original Sunshine Coast S.G.A.P. branch closed down, some members became very 
involved with the new Maroochy Regional Botanic Gardens at Tanawha. Harry and Graham 
Coombs are both members of this Study Group, but we never see them as I think they 
practically "live" at the Gardens. I miss seeing them, as we always used to meet at 
the annual Coolum Wildflower Show up until around 2000-2003. 



SOME c ~ 1 0  r\loTES 

This next is partly "Mailbox" and partly "Cultivation Notes", 
and comes from Lyn Reilly, on the Gold Coast. 

BUILDING A WALLUM GARDEN FROM SCRATCS. 

In July 2004 the Australian Plants Gold Coast group began planting a gar 
at the Gold Coast & Hinterland Historical Society site at Elliott 
Street, Bundall. The idea originated with Gene Rosser, patron of the 
Friends of the Gold Coast Regional Botahic Garden and was quickly taken 
up by the members. 

The site itself is historical - being on a remnant sand dune lying to the ?r 
west of the Nerang River (formed when the Nerang River mouth was well to the 
south). There were still some old remnant littoral rainforest trees on site LJ 

and these were incorporated into Lawrie Smith's original design for the ~ , l l , ,  bottlrbrush 
garden. In Spring of 2005 we decided to add a wallum garden since we - 

all love the flowers only seen now on the Coast at Pine Ridge Conservation Park. 
Alan Donaldson took up the story in "Understoreys" Winter issue 2006: 

We decided to construct a small garden with a high water table surrounded by the natural 
sand ridge. This posed many questions as to how we could raise the water table and we 
are indebted to Bob Stephenson for his inspiration, design and untiring work in this 
regard. With the challenges of trying to create a garden that attempts to replicate 
Nature's delicate balances, we hope this will become the focal point of our garden in 
the future. 

Here is an outline of the construction: 

1. Forty square metres were excavated in the shape of a saucer to a depth-of approx- 
imately 70cm. at the centre. 

2. The bowl was lined with an impervious layer of Bentonite (kittylitter/clay) to 
create the higher water table base. 

3. A soaker hose was installed at the base of the bowl and connected to the spear 
Pump 

4. A depth indicator (of Bob's design) was installed at the centre of the bowl. 
5. The hole was refilled with the original sand (which had some peat moss added). 

After final shaping to allow for surface water run-off, the garden was planted with 
plants requiring a high water table. These included acacias, banksias, boronias, 
callistemons, leptospermums, sedges, lilies and lomandras. Since its completion, the 

water table depth has been monitored and despite some initial 
misgivings, it appears the water table is being maintainedat 
a satisfactory level. Of course the long-term growth and 

flowering of the plants will determine our successes. 
2010 note: The wallum garden continues to delight us all. Like any 

garden it is a "work in progress" as we continue to try new wallum 
species in it. Among the first flowers in 2006 were Christmas Bells - 

Blandfordia grandiflora, and a Grass Tree - Xanthorrhoea fulva. 

Last year we entered the gardens for the first time in the Open Garden 
Scheme and we will again on the weekend of 14/15 August 2010. We look 
forward to seeing some of you there. 

iy (Sorry I didn't get this into the previous issue, to give you a chance 

'V to go and have a look - Editor). 

Wallum lemon-scented tea-free 
Leplosprrmurn liunsidgri 



More on cultivation': Shirley Flinn of Caboolture has for many years 
tried to grow some of our little Wallum treasures, and has had some 
success with two Hibbertias - H. vestita and H. stricta. These 
are both found in the Beerwah/Glass House Mts. region, and make 
wonderful garden plants. Within the Scientific Area H. stricta 
is plentiful, with one particular plant now forming a ground- 
hugging cushion to a metre across. It has been there for the 
twenty years I've been visiting the Area, but in Shirley's garden, 

having the two species side-by-side provides a wonderful opportun- 
Bomm'a fdcifofia ity to compare the foliage and flower differences. I have both of 

them in my old garden at Geoff's place, with H. vestita really doing 
well where it is planted. My only regret is that I can't grow them here at Moore. 
I do have two Hakea actites, one of which produces a couple of tiny white flowers each 
year, then a seed pod. Melaleuca thymifolia is presently in flower, and I have no 
problems growing Lomandra longifolia, which has lovely perfumed flowers in October. 
Probably due to the rain, the Melaleuca linariifolia planted by the previous owner, 
had amazing flowering. I think it might be the cultivar "Snow-in-Summer', and it was 
as if the branches were covered with palest cream lacy "froth" for several weeks. 

More news is needed from members for "Cultivation Notes", please. 

Back to "Mailbox", and I actually received a couple of letters from Displays Officer 
for SGAP Qld., Lawrie Smith about the 2010 Flower Show at Mt. Coot-tha Botanic Gardens. 
Now, Lawrie doesn't "do" letters in the mail, he much prefers email, but he has trouble 
with me as I am a "dinosaur" with modern technology. I suspect that his wife did the 
actual "posting", but it was lovely to be contacted about whether the Wallum Study Group 
would be providing a display. With the theme of "Native Gardens are for Kids - of all 
ages!" came several suggestions including "Just what is a Bad Banksia Man?". This 
seemed to be ideal for this Study Group, to use Banksia aemula, the Wallum Banksia. 
This was in June with over two months to prepare, and I was sure I was recovering well 
from my hospital session in late May, so I committed myself to a display, a fairly 
simple one. On one of the Sunshine Coast Wildflower Festival walks, I was able to take 
some lovely photos of the chosen Banksia brushes in varTous colour stages, perfect for 
the display. Everything was planned, then wham! the angina I'd lost returned, and I 
needed a return visit to hospital mid-September. No Flower Show for me. However, I 
was able to prepare the 7 Banksia pictures with printing help from my daughter, got 
them to Jan Sked, and a small display was provided at the Flower Show - thanks very 
much to Jan and anyone else who helped her. Another letter signed by Lawrie arrived 
by mail in September, thanking us for "a wonderful job in organising the Wallum Study 
Group exhibit,' and that it was disappointing that I was unable to attend the Show, but 
to rest assured that Jan did a very able job of hosting our display as part of her 
book sales area. It is good to see everyone, particular the younger generations, being 
introduced to the impprt-ance of the Australian plant world in such an interesting way 
through the Banksia Man." All I can say is a big "thank-you" to anyone who helped to 
put the Wallum Study Group on display at the 2010 Flower Show. 
And thanks to Lawrie for resorting to the postal system to contact me. I am just sorry 
that I didn't see the display. 

My mailbox also brings me the Sunshine Coast Council's "Bush Hands" newsletter, which 
is in exchange for this newsletter, the newsletters of the Epacris and Australian 
Food Plants, and the Grevillea Study Groups' newsletters, also exchanges. As a member 
of the Moreton Island Protection Committee, Noosa Parks Association, Sunshine Coast 
Environment Council, Wildlife Queensland and their Caboolture/Pine Rivers branch, and 
Bribie Island Environment Protection Committee, I receive their newsletters, so manage 
to keep in touch with most of what is happening within the environment of south-east 
Queensland. Quite often it is not good news, and I wish people would go and look for 
somewhere else to live instead of "remodelling" many of the favourite places of my 
younger days. But it is "progress", where to, I sometimes wonder, and in the process, 
we have lost and are still losing much of that wonderful Wallum. On the plus side, 
I am told that there are University courses within which some of our young people are 
learning about our coastal vegetation communities. But there is so much that they will 
never see and enjoy as I did. 



Now to an important part of the newsletter - ACTIVITIES & EVENTS, with reports on 
those past, and details of those to come. 

Well, for me, it was a mixed sort of year, with more frustration than satisfaction. 
As I type, it is a,muggy midday, fine but cloudy, and the young magpie must at last 
have a full stomach. The backyard magpies have produced 3 young, which they raised 
in the group of old Ironbarks in the cow paddock across from my back gate, and which 
is away from the other local magpies. Last week they ventured out of the trees, and 
into our yards. I have to laugh, my neighbour up the back has 2 little dogs, and the 
parent birds have raised the young 0n.a diet with a fair component of dog biscuits. 
Geoff is away, the new electric ride-on mower is in the repair shop at Kilcoy, the old 
motor-mower won't start for me (must be a female in love with Geoff), so the yard is 
starting to look a bit shaggy. It is the sort of situation the Wood Ducks love, and at 
the moment I can see 14 of them resting near some of the water dishes. At least, they 
are happy, and hopefully no snakes will take up residence within the cover. 

Frustration came from my inability to attend some of our outings, and not being able to 
get to the Flower Show. My sincere thanks go to Study Group members - my 2-I-cs who 
took over at very short notice - Shirley Flinn and Patricia Barry, and John Ward for 
the Bribie Island day. It was so reassuring to be able to phone Shirley at 7.30a.m. 
and ask her to be in charge for the day, and for Pat to assist her. 
I was unable to get to our annual Bribie Island Wallum Day in September, being still 
unable to drive after my second session in hospital on the 15th. In addition, on 
this particular day, I'd been invited to share the 70th birthday lunch for my best 
friend from my Redcliffe working days, so it was an impossible day either way. 
There were 4 visitors from northern New South Wales, two of whom own around 100 acres 
of coastal heathland just north of the seaside town of Lennox Heads. I really wanted 
to meet them again, but they were well cared-for by members, and John Ward took care 
of a wallum walkas well as ensuring everyone enjoyed the comforts of the Bribie Island 
Community Nursery, as we do each year. All I can say now is "Roll on 2011, and hope 
things are better." 
If anyone has any suggestions for next year's activities please pass them on to me. 
Pat Barry has already suggested "a Eucalypt day", any other ideas? 

The weather had a bit of influence on the plans for a weekend at Moore in October, and 
that idea is on hold until next year. There hadn't been much member response, anyway, 
but with creeks around Kilcoy flooding the roads a week and a half before the chosen 
weekend, I decided it wasn't worth risking it happening again. 

I didn't go the State Conference based at Jacob's Well in September/October, with the 
post-Conference trip to North Stradbroke Island. But I hear that some Study Group 
members did go, and I would welcome some feedback and comments from them. I am told 
that one of us has provided a report for the Bulletin, but if any of you could send me 
a little something, it would add something different to the newsletter, especially 
your impressions of a State Conference, if this was your first. They can get you in. 

My first ever Conference was in 1987, when the "Wallum Yabba" 
was held on the sunshine Coast, based at the Lutheran Youth warrum s e w m e e  
Camp at Coolum. I had a ball!! And I was hooked! 
I even climbed Mt. Coolum for the second time that year, and I am not a 
person for heights. The Hyatt Coolum resort was being developed and I have 
all these photos of the initial diggings, from the top of the mountain. 
We visited wallum wetlands at what is now the Emu Mountain Housing Estate, 
the northern end of Emu Swamp before the block known as Lot 160 was 
turned into houses, and there was a marvellous view of Mt. Coolum. 
We walked along Murdering Creek Road near there, and we "did" the 
Marcus High Dunes, with lunch on the shore of Lake Weyba. It was the 
most wonderful week, just full of Wallum, and a marvellous introduction 
to S.G.A.P. Conferences. A big part of it was meeting other S.G.A.P 
members who had been names in the Bulletin. From that Conference, 
I went on to Perth and south-west W.A. in 1991, then Ballarat, Vic., 
in 1995, and so on. iRprospmrum semibacca fum 



The 2010 Sunshine Coast Conservation Forum was held at Kawana on 7th August, and like 
the inaugural one last year, there was a programme of well-chosen speakers. John 
Sinclair of the Fraser Island Defenders Organisation was the keynote speaker, and topics 
covered included: Conserving the Glossy Black Cockatoo (dependent on Allocasuarina 
spp.) by SGAP member Eric Anderson; Coastal foxes; Acid Frogs; Fungi conservation; 
Hollow-dependent species; Maroochy River Fish Habitat project; Weed management; 
Richmond Birdwing Butterfly; Art & Ecology; Indigenous stakeholders in Conservation; 
and the one closest to me - Peregian Partnerships for Success. This last one dealt with 
a part of the Coast with which I am very familiar - Peregian Beach, and it showed how 
a community group dealt with Council over a couple of inappropriate situations, then 
continued on with a weeding and rehabilitation programme covering South Peregian. I 
spoke with the presenter of the talk, later visiting her at her home, and was given two 
copies (discs) of her presentation. One I will keep, the other is to go to the then 
Shire Council Greening Australia officer who worked with the residents from the start 
of their campaigns. He was the one I introduced to the Wallum of Marcoola in February 
1997, and who became instrumental in the formation of many of the community groups, some 
of which are still operating. 
One of these is the Coolum District Coastcare Group, and they are responsible for the 
Coolum Community Native Nursery, which operates from premises on part of the Hyatt 
Regency property at Yaroomba, just south of Coolum Beach. This is where I was invited 
to give a talk during the Wildflower Festival. I must admit to being somewhat out of 
practice at this sort of thing, believe it or not. But I fumbled my way through, and 
also had several photo albums and folders on display for my audience to examine. The 
reward for my efforts here was a copy of the new book "The Flora of North Stradbroke 
Island" which contains a lot of information, and almost the size of "Mangroves to 
Mountains". 
Our contribution to the Wildflower Festival this year was 3 different walks, though one 
of them, at Peregian Beach, was a small one which I managed with just the help of my 
faithful friend, Betty Sykes. Our Beerwah day got the rainy day this year, and so the 
attendances on the 2 walks were down to 4 walkers with 3 guides on the Cemetery Track, 
and I think 8 walkers to at least 5 guides on the Mawsons Road track. Rowena Thomas 
from Maleny Parks & Wildlife was in charge of the latter walk with Alan Carr and John 
Ward from the Study Group. Helping them were Betty Sykes and a very knowledgeable 
enthusiast from the Gold Coast, Bill OIDonnell, whom I've known for about 10 years now. 
Bill had left home in the dark and rain to drive a route he rarely uses, because he is 
so passionate about Wallum, and he & Betty were to discover that they were true "wallum 
soulmates". Despite the rain, all present on the 2 walks had a lot of fun, and even 
the flowers looked lovely and mystical, covered in raindrops. 
Sunday wasn't a Festival wildflower walk, but I had agreed to escort members of the 
BlackbuttiBenarkin Garden Club through the Scientific Area's wildflowers. The rain had 
cleared, but the flowers looked very ordinary, and we had no Patersonias either day. 
Betty's and my Friday walk at Peregian Beach again had about 
only 8 takers, but the Hibbertias, Banksias, Dillwynias, Boronia, 
Ricinocarpos, Phebalium and other species of the dunal system Pultenaea paleacea 
provided enough to have everyone interested. Chaffy Swamp Pea 
I returned home from my week at the Coast on the Sunday, along 
with my unwanted angina, which gave me a very bad time that day, 
on what was a lovely woodland walk at the northern base of Mt. 
Beerburrum. Here we saw Comesperma hispidulum, pretty Patersonia 
glabrata, Daviesia umbellulata, Pultenaea petiolaris, Acacia 
complanata, Hovea heterophylla, Persoonias, Leptospermums, Banksias, 
Epacris pulchella, and some native to that part of the Glass House 
such as Dodonaea rupicola, Seringia hillii and Banksia spinulosa. 

It's impossible to list all the wildflowers seen on the Festival 
walks, but I'm sure everyone went home a little bit richer in 
their knowledge of our coastal wildflowers and their habitats. 
However, the programme has become somewhat "overloaded" and in 
2011, there will be more emphasis on WILDFLOWERS, with wildlife 
activities moved to other Sunshine Coast events. 
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An Illustrated Guide to Eastem Banksias =j Illustrated Guide to 

Written and published by Ian Wallace 2 EasernEamBsnbiu 
L. 

t- 
54 pages, Paperback, colour illustrations 
Member's price $1 7.50 plus postage 

nother book on banksias? Is it worlh bctying? Will l use it? Yes. yes 
A a n d  yes. Ian Wallace began painting hnksias over 20 years ago 
and has now painted aH 78 species. 

h + ,_ 
With a preference to painting banksias in their natural situation, Ian and g t..~.k. 

his wife Lorraine have travelled more than 30,000kms in their pursuit. Z 

In this book featuring the eastern banksias Ian's exquisite paintings 
clearly illustrate the important features of each species so that you and I can easily identify each 
banksia, not only by its leaf and flower, but its cone and seed. Ian believes these illustrations 
should make identification reasonably easy. Having used the book for this purpose, 1 concur. To 
further assist in identification he has noted differences with any confusing species. 
The text is easy to read and apart from detailing the general distribution areas, Ian has 
given us details on where he found his specimens, eg. 'Banksia dentata - south of 
Cooktown towards Archer Point, common inland from Cooktown and east of Hopevale." 
The "Illustrated Guide to Eastern Banksias" consists of all 17 species and 2 varieties, with each 
featured as a full page illustration in glorious watercotour. The book is spiral bound, light weight, Acacia ~ ~ a ~ e o ~ e ~ ~  
very well presented and of a size suitable to be used easily as a field guide. 
I have been fortunate to recently receive from Ian a first copy of "An Illustrated Guide to Western SWEET WATTLE 
Banksiasn which is of the same high standard of the above. Hopefully this will also soon be 
published. - Jan Donnan 

Now for FUTURE EVENTS: At this time of year, everyone is gearing up for Christmas, 
one way or another, and there are sure to be some clashes of dates. We have only one 
more outing for 2010, to Bribie Island on Sunday 28th November, meeting at Buckleys 
Hole M ~ D  63 Ref. E 4 at 9-930a.m. for morning tea. I had a rough plan of the day to 
follow,- and we'll make final decisions on the day. Just to confuse some members, on 
Saturday 27th, B.I.E.P.A. is having their break-up on the Island. If you belong to both 
groups, you might have to choose which one. 
We always go into recess for the month of December, and January as well as it is usually 
too hot to go wandering in the wallum. However you will see, in the December Bulletin, 
that I would consider checking for Christmas Bells in the Beerwah Scientific Area 1, if 
anyone was really interested. Phone me on 54247073 at night, if interested. 

February could be hot or wet, but we could meet between 9 & 9.30a.m. at the Glass House 
Mts, Information Centre, Glass House Mts. for morning tea, and take it from there, 
I've chosen Sunday 27th February for this outing, with lunch at a local eatery. 

I'd like to discuss with interested members any ideas they might have for outings, as 
a look at next year's calendar showed a couple of very busy months, April in particular. 
It usually has the S.G.A.P. Autumn Plants Sale, and in 2011, school holidays include 
both Easter and Anzac Day. Choosing either the 3rd or 4th Sunday of a month results in 
a clash with Pine Rivers SGAP or Grevillea Study Group. There will be the usual days 
at the Beerwah Scientific Area 1 (at least once a year), and an annual Wallum Day, which 
we could have somewhere other than Bribie Island, but where? 
I like to keep the connection with the Sunshine Coast Wildflower Festival over the last 
two weeks of August. We have never visited the Maroochy Regional Botanic Gardens, and 
I think some members wouldn't mind going there. As some of us put on a few years, the 
legs aren't up to long walks and mountain-climbing, so that cuts out a few favourite 
places. We have only two decent wildflowers areas within easy driving - Bribie Island 
and Beerwah, although I know of a couple of places I'd like us to visit. However, 
Sunday traffic ain't what it used to be, and dodging the main highway north by using 
the old way through Glass House Mts. & Landsborough is becoming a less pleasant option, 
with that road presently undergoing widening. So get your thinking caps and your maps 
out, and see what you can come up with - I need help! PLEASE. 

And so, in about 6 or 7 weeks, we'll be in 2011, and this year will become part of our 
history. Please excuse any errors or typos, I hate typing of any sort. Have yourselves 
a HAPPY CHRISTMAS AND A LOVELY NEW YEAR. Might see you at Bribie Is. on the 28th. 




