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Hello to members and other readers, i! 
The end of the year and Christmas are looming, and at BIandfordt's -dinom 

the rate the days are vanishing, it won't be long before we are 
into 2014. At this stage, I would like to wish all of you the best for Christmas and 
New Year, and hope it will be a happy time with family and friends. 

This year the Wallum Study Group celebrated its "21st" birthday, and even after all 
that time, studying Wallum and coastal heathland still presents challenges. The Group 
appears to be localised in south-east Queensland, mainly because that is where most -- of .- 
the members are, and there is a small "core" group which enjoys fairly regular outings 
which are an important part of the "STUDY; LEARN; TEACH; RECORD" pathway which we try 
to follow. Each time we "go bush" we seem to discover something we've not seen before, 
especially in the past couple of years. More about that further on. 

It has been a big year for S.G.A.P. Qld. Region Inc., hosting the Biennial ANPSA 
Conference and tours, with the Alexandra Park Conference Centre as the base. Wallum 
played a large part, but true to the Conference theme of "Diversity is in our Nature", 
every effort was made to show as much as possible of our State's diverse plant commun- 
ities. This was done by way of the pre- and post-Conference tours, and as the "icing 
on the cake", our visitors were shown the best Wallum and Coastal heaths on the Sun- 
shine Coast - the Marcus High Dune; Arthur Harrold Nature Reserve; Mt. Tinbeerwah 
at the northern end of the coast, and to the south - the Kathleen McArthur Conservation 
Park, Currimundi; Ben Bennett Bushland Reserve; the Maroochy Regional Bushland Botan- 
ic Garden at Tanawha. Other day tours visited the Sunshine Coast Hinterland and the 
Roma Street Gardens in Brisbane. In all, Queenslandfs diversity was well shown, and 
Branch and Study Group displays provided static scenes and lots of colour from around 
the State. With this newsletter are several pages of beautiful pictures provided by 
Wallum Study Group and Caboolture Daytine Branch member Allan Carr, so I shan't go to 
the trouble of lengthy descriptions in the newsletter. There are even enough to do a 
"2nd edition'' in the next newsletter, many thanks to Allan. When I received this big 
envelope from Allan and opened it to find all these lovely photos, I developed an 
instant inferiority complex 'about my own photographic skills. The Caboolture Daytime 
Branch display was also a fine example of Allan's expertise with his camera. 
The table setting at the Conference dinner had a very novel touch. Instead of name 
cards or such, each table was given the name of some small, often not well-known town, 
and we all drew a name out of a box, during the evening's "Happy Hour". I found myself 
giving Geography lessons to several of our visitors, and blessed the times I've been 
able to do a bit of travelling through some of those more obscure places. 
But all good things come to an end, and with all the tours, walks, talks, demonstrations 
and workshops over, we packed up and went home, some to prepare for the next ANPSA 
Conference at Canberra in 2015. I hobbled home with a painful left leg and swollen 
knee which'was eventually diagnosed as a "Bakers Cyst", something new to add to my 
increasing medical knowledge. Apparently connected to arthritis, it is the result of 
overdoing walking and standing, causing a fluid sac behind the knee to fill with fluid, 
causing a lot of pain. It has left me limping around with an arthritic knee and a lot 
of discomfort. Getting older isn't much fun sometimes, is it? Sadly, I had to cancel 
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plans for the next two weekends for the next two weekends for other events 
on the Sunshine Coast, and rest my leg as much as possible. 

With the Conference over, it was time to prepare for another important 
presentation. I was invited by S.G.A.P. Qld. Region Inc. to present 
the annual Bill Tulloch Memorial Lecture at the October meeting at 
the Mt. Coot-tha Botanic Gardens auditorium. This invitation came 

as quite a surprise for me, as my only qualifications are an intense 

'61 love for the Wallum, and 30 years of rambling around in any patch of 

OOmniablegO~iB wildflowers avaiable, showing others this wonderful plant community. 
The theme for my talk was "What is Wallum?", a very broad choice of 

subject matter, but quite typical for this year with an ANPSA Conference based in our 
Wallum heartland. I managed to put together an acceptable presentation, but of course 
could have used twice as much time on such a topic. There are so many facets to "What 
is Wallum?", and you can read my thoughts in the March 2014 Bulletin. 

SOME "HOUSEKEEPING" From Newsletter 35, the picture of Rex in a sheltered spot at 
Beerwah - it may interest members to know that this particular area at what we know as 
the "intersection", the plants were burnt to nothing, just bare ground in May 2006. 
The Tetratheca thymifolia mentioned wasn't visible at all, but by Novermber 2006 it 
had regrown to about 25cm. high and was flowering. Remarkable! I do wish we could 
grow i; in our gardens, it is-so pretty and delightfully small. Black-eyed Susan. 

There are still a few members who haven't renewed yet for 2013 - 2014, just a reminder. 
I am sure that all Wallum Study Group members have up-to-date membership of SGAP Qld. 
Region, or another State Region. It is a requirement, connected with insurance. 

"Diversity" in the home garden: While I am a strong advocate for growing Australian 
native plants, preferably your local species as well as others, I have to confess that 
I do have sentimental memories of some exotics, or just simply like some, and here at 
Moore, several exotics cope better with the weather conditions. Near my back gate, 
there is a developing garden of mixed natives - & exotics. Just recently Geoff and I 
were relocating a Bribie Pine, Callitris colume~laris, from the pot it had outgrown, 
and I chose an open space with a large grey-leaved Saltbush to one side and a very 

- - 

thorny "Dorothy Perkins" climbing rose on a st?p to the other. He laughed at the odd 
combination, but this bit of garden also has a Jacaranda, 3 different Brachychitons, 
one of which I bought in.2009 at tReBig~Rig-Information-Centre at Roma, then there is 
a Wilga or Geijera parviflora, brought back from a young relative's Meandarra property 
(I've wanted to grow a Wilga for years), several Silky Oaks, a Leopard Tree which is - - . . 

being very slow, a quinine Tree or Petalostigma pubescens (another favourite), a native 
Bauhinia, and a couple of Eucalypts. To complete this "diversity" I have a Pepperina 
(NOT a Pepper Tree) as we had one near our home at Bribie Island and I loved it. 
There are some more bits & pieces, all making up my own "Diversity is in my nature". 

Now, back to "Business" : ACTIVITIES - PAST and FUTURE. 

Past activities since the last newsletter took us to the Beerwah Scientific Area 1 in 
July. Over the past few years access via the locked gates on the tracks has become 
virtually impossible. Although we have a permit to access by car, most of the padlocks 
can't be unlocked any more, and we are forced to walk in, which limits how far we can 
go and what we can look at. On weekends families use the open firebreaks around the 
perimeter of the Scientific Area for their children to "play" with their motorbikes. 
We had been using one track to access but even that, between Roys Road and the locked 
gate, has now been so chopped about that we are unable even to reach the gate. In July 
we used a different entry but had to walk in as I couldn't unlock the padlock. There 
weren't many flowers, we were a bit early for them, just some Hakea actites and red 
Melaleuca pachyphylla, with Utricularias and Drosera in moist ground at the edge of the 
track. We walked to where there are some of the endangeredlrare Eucalyptus conglomer- 
ata growing. Some branches were low enough for us to look at the foliage, buds, flowers - 
and seed pods - there was even one flower to be seen. There were some buds of Sowerbaea 
juncea or Vanilla Lily, but no flowers, and I searched among the low, dense vegetation 



beneath a Banksia aemula for the tiny vulnerable Acacia baueri previously found there, 
but was unable to locate any. There were some of the unusual and rare Allocasuarina 
gmuina, first found on Emu Mountain north of Coolum Beach, but now seen at Kathleen 
McArthur Park, Currimundi, as well as at Beerwah. Eucalyptus cong1omerata:is at three 
different places in the Scientific Area, and it is good that they and other plants at 
risk are protected here, for now at least. 
Most of August was taken up somehow or another by the ANPSA Conference, and I missed 
out on the Sunshine Coast Spring Wildflower Festival. I provided a display for this 
Study Group at the Conference, and included sets of pictures for the Epacris, Banksia 
and Fabaceae Study Groups, being that these three families of plants are an obvious 
part of Wallum and coastal heathland. 
In late September, members of the Study Group and the Pine Rivers Branch of S.G.A.P. 
visited the weekender of Richard & Carole Green at Toorbul, on Pumicestone Passage 
near Caboolture and opposite Bribie Island. At last, we were able to have our first 
look at how their experimental project to "Create a Wallum Garden" has progressed in 
the time since they planted it (with members' help) in February 2012. It was a very 
pleasant day with a breeze off the Passage keeping us comfortable, and it was a good 
chance for all present to catch up with one another. I listed 24 plants with some 
flowers on 4 or 5 of them. The growth on some was amazing as they don't receive as 
regular care as they would in a home garden. Hakea actites was bushier than those we 
see on our walks, Westringia was in flower, the listed Boronia keysii flourishing and 
just coming into flower, but Boronia safrolifera struggling, it could need more water, 
as it usually grows in wet places. Losses over the 19 months have been Acacia hubbard-  
iana and Grevillea leiophylla. Kangaroos could be a nuisance, Richard & Carole have 
encountered them on their visits, but so far they've done no serious damage. 
Photos below show progress since February 2012 until September 2013. We'll continue to 
visit and monitor the garden's progress, an experiment in gardening with Wallum. 

H& gibbosa - seed cases 



ACTIVITIES Continued: - 1 
Freshwater 
National 
Park, 

Deception 
Bay. 

Patricia Barry and Grasstrees - Xanthorrhoea 
j ohnsonii 

Newsletter 35 didn't mention our outing 
to Freshwater National Park, Deception 
Bay, as either a future activity or with 
a report, so with the help of these photos 
I'll tell you about our little ramble in 
this local little National Park at the 
northern end of Deception Bay, just before 
Burpengary. We have been there quite a 
few times over the years, and there are 
several Wallum wildflowers to be found 
there. However, since it has been fenced 
off, and we must enter via a gateway, we 
now miss the area whem E b b e r t i a  v~atita-, 
GreyiJlea lei-, Goodengas, Pa.t,ersonia sericea in profusion, and others always 
flowered in spring. However, this year we decided to follow the track to a little 
creek flows towards Little Burpengary Creek, and where we have found Leptospermums and 
Melaleucas growing. Jacksonia scoparia is one of the Park's shrubs, but in the right 
season, it is the Patersonia sericea which really steal the show. In late June, we 
found little in flower, but the Xanthorrhoea were looking spectacular, as the photos 
show. Pat is always interested in what the stem consists of, and this one was quite 
lovely. It is a quiet place with its tall trees and the understorey of mostly grasses 
and the small plants. Occasionally we have found a ground orchid, and if it is the 
right time, the dainty scrambling Gmvellea le%ooh-, the Wallum Grevillea, will 
have gentle mauve claw flowers at stems' ends. But if it is not flowering, it is very 
hard to find among the other ground vegetation. 
It was while we were on the track towards the little "creek" (we'd misse e; m(34 It and only found it when retracing our tracks), that we met a Study  group^ ong unseen, 
as she is studying and doesn't get to come to activities. Charlotte Hodgson lives at 
Deception Bay and is studying Ecology and Ethnobotany to attain a doctorate (Ph.D) , 
in those subjects - another 4 years of study still to go. It was lovely to meet her 
and chat, then to receive her letter with two papers included - "Mineral Nutrition of 
Some Queensland Heath Plants" and "Notes on Hibbertia, 1. New Taxa from South-eastern 
Australia". These will be available for perusal at our November Bribie Island day. 
And that was Freshwater N.P. in June 2013. 



COMING ACTIVITIES: Sunday 17th November at the Rribie Island Communitv Nurser?, 
1st Avenue, just past the playing fields on the right. Refidex Map 53 Ref. L 18. 
Meet there from 9.00a.m. for morning tea before we (try to) have a morning of "Yallum 
and Technology" with computers and microscopes for a different view of the Wallum. 
BY0 morning tea and lunch, after which there will be discussion time, a look at the 
plants in the nursery, maybe a short walk nearby. This is our final outing for 2013, 
until we get together again in February 2014. 
Unfortunately this date clashes with the birding outing at Toorbul for the Moreton Bay 
Branch of the Wildlife Preservation Society of Qld. We have Study Group members who 
also belong to this branch of W.P.S.Q. (I am one), and sometimes these clashes of 
dates can't be helped. I have to organise our activities programme for the Bulletin 
to be ready a month before each issue reaches members of S.G.A.P. This November 
date was arranged back in late July for the September Bulletin, and I am sorry if any 
member of either group has to make a choice - I understand. 

Sunday 16th Pebruar~ will be an outing to the Peaaon Wetlands Reserve, Bracken Ridae 
Road, Sandgate - Map 110 Ref. H 1. Meet there 9.00a.m. (no facilities) and walk to 
the Fourth Lagoon. Afterwards we will go back to Pat Barry's home and garden nearby 
at 22 Barfoot Street, Bracken Ridge, for BY0 lunch and discussion, and a look at the 
garden. Hot water for cuppa available. 

Sunday 23rd March it is somewhere in the Beerburrum area, actual location yet to be 
decided. Meet at our usual meeting place at Parrot Park next to the State School, 
opposite the shops, at 9.00a.m. BY0 lunch, etc. 

Sunday 27th April 1 hope we can visit the Beerwah S r w f t c  Area 1, accessing by the 
track off Mawsons Road which is straight ahead off Roys Road when it veers left. 
Meet for a cuppa and comfort stop at 9.00 a.m. at Matthew Flinders Picnic Park, near 
Tibrogargan Creek, north of Beerburrum. BY0 lunch, etc. Plan is to check on the 
extent of regrowth of 7+ years following fires in 2006. 

Sunday 18th May we will see what is flowering along the track at the Bribie Island 
Community Arts Centre, Sunderland Drive, Banksia Beach. Meet there (carpark) 9.00a.m. 
for cuppa before bushland walk. 

All outings can be subject to change when planned several months ahead, due to weather 
and other conditions, or unsuitable dates. Check with the March Bulletin Activities 
programme in case of any changes, or check with me on 54247073 (evenings) prior to 
outing date. 
Other future dates, TO BE CONFIRMED, are Glass House Mountains Lookout in July, the 
Sunshine Coast Spring Wildflower Festival in August, another visit to the Green's 
Toorbul "Create a Wallum Garden" in September, and Bribie Island Community Nursery in 
November. These are just ideas at this time, so could be changed, except for the 
Wildflower Festival. Other suggestions are always welcome, and please don't hesitate 
to get in touch if something isn't suitable, or if you have any 
ideas for different activities. With our,outdoor programme, we 
are always at the mercy of weather conditions, and last-minute 

Sun Orchid 
cancellations are possible. My suggestions are not, as they say, 
'? set in concrete", and I am often struggling to find activities 
we will all enjoy . 
My thanks go, as always, to John Ward whose assistance with our 
Bribie Island Wallum Days is always much appreciated. It makes 
everything so much more pleasant to have a base such as the Community 
Nursery, where we can have discussions and look at books, photos, etc. 
in comfort. 

As a result of this year's Conference, the Study Group has had some 
contact with the Sunshine Coast R Hinterland Branch of S.G.A.P., 
as guides for the walks in Kathleen McArthur Conservation Park, 
and we can look forward to future interaction with them. 7%eIpitra paucitlora 



A CULTIVATION NOTE: Dianella brevipedunculata, Flax Lily, isn't @an S O W ~ ~  
actually Wallum, found in coastal wetlands with M. quinquenervia, 
especially the Deagon Wetlands. Forms a large grassy clump with 
leaves to a metre. Pretty and quite small, the blue flowers are on 
masses of small stems within the longer leaves, and are followed by 
darker blue fruits. When green, these fruits are favoured by many 
birds, I see Pale-headed Rosellas regularly on mine. As a result, 
plants appear in the garden here % there, it is fairly hardy in sun 
or shade. I recommend it, and I'm sure that Pat Barry agrees. 
After a few years, a bit of tidying-up of dead leaves and flower stems 
is needed, but it is quite an acceptable garden plant. 
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I found this next item which I meant to include in our newsletter a couple 
of issues back. While it is about a bird, it relates to the continuous 
loss of coastal plant communities and wildlife habitats. It was from the ~ ~ m / ' ; ' r ~  s'c'cta 
March 2012 newsletter of the Moreton Bay Branch of the Wildlife Preservation Society. 
"Brahminy Kite" - "Whilst this handsome bird is still relatively common, its numbers 
are declining due to usage of pesticides (they are scavengers) and loss of habitat. 
Unfortunately humans like to live close to beaches and rivers, and we destroy our 
wetlands and mangroves". 
Sound familiar? People like to live and holiday near the sea, and the coastal heaths 
are drained, filled and covered with houses and roads. (This last is my comment). -"--", J, \ \, ., \, " ., ., " ., " " " KJ'J,, ,LA',, .L" K 
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Well, 2013 is nearing its end, and I hope that in 2014 we will continue to enjoy 
outings, and perhaps more discoveries of plants not previously seen. Sadly, there 
seems to be a decline in the quantity and quality of some of our Wallum areas. We have 
certainly lost many of our best heaths in south-east Qld. to development over the past 
20 years. Human management (or mis-management?) doesn't seem to be able to do things 
right and many of us wonder what is really going to happen to Wallum heaths which are 
cheek-by-jowl with housing, etc. I do think that the alterations to Wallum water 
tables might be a serious problem, and wonder whether some sort of underground water 
and soil pollution is happening. 
In the meantime, there is some wonderful volunteer work taking place, and as people 

xativ e cIr is 
learn more about their local plants and use them in regeneration 
work, some parts of our bushland will recover. However, repairing 
degraded Wallum areas is much more difficult, especially where soils ' have been changed to some degree. I 

We'll continue to STUDY, LEARN, TEACH, RECORD, and manage to find a 
few wildflowers here and there. Studies into Wallum are happening, 
and I will have to try to get more information about what is being 
learned. Two of our Study Group members are studying, with Hilary 
from Maleny doing Botany, and Charlotte from Deception Bay with her 

-*- Ecology and Ethnobotany. I personally enjoy the outings with the 
little group of regulars, and will try to keep your interests alive. 

I ) 

For our recent October outing, we met at the park 
at the northern end of Landsborough. After morning Guinea power 
tea, we proceeded to the Ewen Maddock Wetlands, and 

~ a f . ? n j i r  se~fl'cea here we followed the formed path along a very dry 
and sad-looking "watercourse" to the edge of the 

dam. Plants are both local and introduced natives, did you see the 
Doryanthes at the start of the path? But the best was the sight of 
several little bright yellow flowers in the shallow water's edge - 
something we've not seen before. It was Utricularia aurea, another 
Bladderwort to add to our knowledge. Among the mass of underwater 
vegetation attached to the flower stem, you could see the tiny bladders 
through which the plant obtains its nutrients. A wonderful discovery to 
brighten our day! We are gradually learning more about these tiny plants 
which became a part of our studies back in March 2011. Returning to our cars, 
it was decided to call it a day, and return home. ..I ,'.'" 

Hibbel-Iia stricfa 
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ANPSA BUS TRIPS TO SUNSHINE COAST WALLUM - 
During the recent ANPSA Conference at Alexandra Headland, ' - 
to take in a visit to the Kathleen McArthur Conservation Park and 
including Mt Tinbeerwah at Tewantin National Park, the Arthur Harrold Nature 
at Noosa North Shore and Marcus High Dunes Section of Noosa National Park. \ 
On Tuesday 13 August I helped as a guide with Barbara Henderson and John Ward 
when the day trippers visited Kathleen McArthur Conservation Park. There were plenty of 
plants in flower for local and interstate visitors to see. Barbara distributed a WPS list of fifty- 
two species and I added four to that on my walk. No doubt Barbara and John added some as 
well. After the bus had left, I went round the circuit again and photographed the twenty-four 
flowering or fruiting species listed here: 

Acacia concumns 
Acacia suaveolens 
Aotus lanigera 
Banksia oblongifolia 
Boronia falcifolia 
Conospennum taxifolium 
Dampiera stricta 
Dianella revoluta 

Dillwynia floribunda 
Dodonaea triquetra 
Epacris pulchella 
Leptospermum speciosum 
Leucopogon ericoides 
Leucopogon pimeleoides 
Melaleuca nodosa 
Patersonia fragilis 

Patersonia sericea 
Persoonia vigata 
Phebalium Woombye 
Philotheca queenslandica 
Ricinocarpos pinifolius 
Schizaea bifida 
Tricoryne elatior 
Xanthonhoea fulva 

Dillwynia floribunda Aotus lanigera Melaleuca nodosa 

Philotheca queenslandica Leucopogon ericoides Leptospermum speciosum 

Patersonia sericea Patersonia fragilis Dampiera stricta 
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Then on Thursday 15 August I joined the Bus Trip that ventured north into the Noosa area, 
first stop being Mt Tinbeerwah, a 265m volcanic plug from around 28 million years ago. The 
weather was perfect for the excursion, fine with a clear sky and pleasant temperature. Our 
notes contained a list of thirty possible species and as we set out on the paved track through 
the montane vegetation, we found many in flower. Some of these are shown below. 

The track UD Mt Tinbeewah Le~tos~ermum microcarnum View to Noosa from the track 

Commersonia viscidula Philofheca difformis Pomaderris a rgyrophylla 

On the way up a group of students was abseiling on the rock face and at the summit a fire 
tower allowed an impressive 360" view. After our descent we enjoyed morning tea in the 
picnic area before heading off to Noosa North Shore via the vehicle ferry over Noosa River. 

After a short wait and then an expansive view of the river during the brief crossing, we 
followed the narrow road to two different spots in the Arthur Harrold Nature Reserve. The 
first was a low flat area of wallum heath and the second was a woodland area, both with many 
interesting species. The twenty-three I photographed are listed here: 

Aotus lanigera 
Baeckea imbricata 
Banksia mbur 
Boronia falcifolia 
Burchardia umbellata 
Conospermum taxifolium 
Dillwynia floribunda 
Epacris obtusifolia 

Gompholobium virgatum var 
virgatum 

Grevillea reptans 
Hibbertia vestita 
Leucopogon pimeleoides 
Leucopogon virgatus 
Mirbelia rubiifolia 
Philotheca queenslandica 

Sowerbaea juncea 
Sprengelia sprengelioides 
Strangea linearis 
~hel~mitra  pauciflora 
Utricularia dichotoma 
Xanthomhoea fulva 
Xanthomhoea johnsonii 
Zieria laxiflora 

Baeckea imbricata Thelymitra pauciflora Sowerbaea juncea 



Mirbelia rubiifolia Grevillea reptans Looking for those elusive plants 

The coach then took us back ascross the river to Tewantin, where we had a leisurely lunch 
and time to chat to other participants. Once refieshed we boarded the coach again to set off to 
our final location, Marcus High Dunes on the coast at Peregian. 

Here we walked, up a steady incline on a sandy path that made the going a bit tough for most 
of us, but we didn't have to rush and identifying the plants took some time! The dunes were 
covered in tightly packed vegetation with stunted forms of Banhia aemula and Ricinocarpos 
pinifolius very different from those on Bribie Island. It was a fitting finale to a great day trip. 

Woollsia pungens Leptomeria acida Styphelia viridis 

Zieria laxiflora 

3 

Pondering plant identification 
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The list in our notes contained one hundred species for Marcus High Dunes, but many of 
those in flower had been sighted earlier in the day so my photo list had only thirteen, some of 
which were doubles worthy of another photo. 

Banksia aemula 
Boronia rosmarinifolia 
Cassytha pubescens 
Gompholobium virgatum var. 

virgatum 

Dillwynia floribunda 
Leptomeria acida 
Leucopogon pimeleoides 
Ricinocarpos pinifolios 
Styphelia viridis subsp. breviflora 

Teratheca thymifolia 
Woollsia pungens 
Xanthonhoea johnsonii 
Zieria laxiflora 

At the conference there were one hundred and seventy-five participants from all States and 
the ACT. The venue was perfect for the occasion with a huge building housing a large 
auditorium and dining hall, reasonably comfortable accommodation cabins and other 
ancillary buildings all set in attractive natural bushland and suitably appropriate landscaping. 

The other days of the Conference were filled with various workshops and presentations, all of 
which an opportunity to learn new skills and gather current information about the 
native plants we in SGAP grow and study. As well there were many displays showcasing the 
varied activities of Study Groups and Queensland Branches so there was defmitely something 
for everyone. It was my first National Conference and I'll certainly be considering another. 

Conference Centre 

L 
Lyndon Davies' 'Welcome to Country' 

Basket Weaving Workshop 

Grafting Workshop 

==l 

Flower Arranging Workshop 

Barbara's Wallum Study Group Display 

- n.>,,, *,,,, - - 

Acacia Study Group Display 
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