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Excursion - 21 March 2021 

For our first excursion of 2021 we will meet at 

9.00am Sunday, 21 March 

Dowse Lagoon Park, Brighton Rd, Sandgate, (UBD Map 110:P3). 

Then we will walk in Deagon Wetland Reserve from Bracken 
Ridge Rd nearby, (UBD Map 110:H1). 

Lunch afterwards can be there or back at Dowse Lagoon Park. 

BYO chair, morning tea/ lunch.  
 Allan C. 

Photos of Barbara taken by Study Group members 

On Saturday 27 February, Barbara passed away. She established the 
Wallum and Coastal Heathland Study Group twenty-nine years ago and 
was the leader for all those years. 

Her interest in and enthusiasm for wallum environments began in her 
childhood on Bribie Island where her father was Post Master.  She and a 
friend would go for long walks in the wallum heathland enjoying the 
wildflowers and collecting some flowers for their mothers.  During her high 
school years in Brisbane she wrote an essay on wildflowers for her school 
magazine. 

In 1979 Barbara joined the Redcliffe Branch of SGAP, was for a long time 
the secretary and in 1997 was involved in the beginnings of the Caboolture 
Branch.  Through those years she hatched the idea of a wallum and 
heathland study group and the rest as is said, is history. 

Over the years Barbara organised many field trips, wallum plant rescues,  
spoke to various groups and mounted displays at festivals and conferences. 
Her newsletters were chatty and almost always late due to her heavy 
involvement in many aspects of native plant advocacy.  Always on for a 
chinwag, Barbara spent much time on the telephone, organising, 
networking or just plain chatting.  We’ll miss her greatly. 

A celebration of Barbara’s life will be held at Traditional Funerals 
Chapel, 636 Morayfield Road, Burpengary on Tuesday 9 March at 
2.30pm. Allan C. 

   Patersonia sericea 
        (from a drawing by 
        Barbara’s daughter, 
              Jeanette Martin) 
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Feature Plant 

Dillwynia floribunda showy parrot pea 

Pronunciation: dill-WIN-ee-a flor-i-BUND-a FABACEAE 

Derivation: Dillwynia, after Lewis Weston Dillwyn 19th century British botanist: 
floribunda, from the Latin, flora - flower, bundum - plenty (abundant flowers). 

Dillwynia is an endemic genus of about 29 species, most of which occur in NSW 
and usually inhabit sandy heathland or sclerophyll forest. There are 5 species in 
south-east Qld. They are similar to the closely related Aotus, Daviesia, Phyllota 
and Pultenaea species. 

Description: D. floribunda is a small, dense, well-branched shrub to 1.5 m x 1 m 
with hairy stems, sometimes almost hairless, first collected in the Sydney area. 

Leaves to 15 mm x 2 mm are alternate, mostly at an acute angle to the stems and 
sometimes spirally twisted. They are mostly smooth but can have tiny raised hair 
bases and appear round but have a grooved upper surface. These features are just 
visible in the top photo. 

Flowers to 12 mm across are pea-shaped with a broad standard petal on top, 
usually in pairs in the upper leaf axils and extending down the branches. They are 
bright yellow, usually with red central markings as seen in the photo below and 
can be present from May to October. Often they are crowded on the stem, giving 
the impression of a terminal inflorescence, as they are so closely packed together. 

Fruits to 7 mm across are sparsely hairy, inflated, oval-shaped pods with a few 
tiny, smooth brown seeds.  

On the next pages you’ll find more information about our May 
excursion. 

In Barbara’s fifth study group newsletter of January 1995, she 
revealed plans for the group to visit the Bicentennial Bushwalks in 
May 1995 to do a fire regeneration survey after the devastating Bribie 
Island bush fires of November 1994. (These are mentioned in the 
“Welcome to Bribie Island Bicentennial Bushwalks” on page 3.) 

 Allan C. Banksia Trail, Bicentennial Bushwalks 

“Those who contemplate the beauty of the earth find reserves of strength that will endure as long as life lasts.” 

– Rachel Carson 

Allan C. Top: Leaves, buds    Above: Maturing fruits 

Excursion - 16 May 2021 
For our second excursion of 2021 we will meet at 

9.00am Sunday, 16 May 

Community Arts Centre, 191 Sunderland Drive, Bribie Island (UBD 
Map 53:A4). 

Then we’ll walk in the Bicentennial Bushwalks, (UBD Map 53:B5). 

(Café 191 there is open on Sundays from 9.00am to 1.00pm) 

BYO chair, morning tea/ lunch if not visiting the café. 

 Allan C. 
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During our 2020 COVID-19 
hibernation we walked every 
couple of days at the 
Bicentennial Bushwalks which 
are quite close to where we live. 
And since then have walked 
there almost every week.  These 
bushwalks are the only formed 
walking tracks in Bribie Island 
National Park.  Sure, there are 
many other tracks to walk in 
the National Park, but they are 
all vehicle tracks left over from 
wartime occupation by service 
personnel in the 1940s, or pine 
plantation operations in the 
1960s. 

As the COVID-19 restrictions 
began to ease, we put together a 
new brochure and took several 
groups of Arts Centre 
volunteers through the 
bushwalks.  The plan was to 
offer guided bushwalks to the 

general public each month once 
the restrictions allowed this. 

During our bushwalks we also 
enjoyed discovering the many 
bird species to be found in this 
patch of wallum woodland.  We 
eventually identified a common 
call we had been hearing as 
that of many Scarlet 
honeyeaters.  We also heard 
and saw many Mistletoebirds, 
Rainbow bee-eaters, Friarbirds 
both Noisy and Little, and lots 
of Rainbow lorikeets feeding on 
the Eucalyptus robusta flowers. 
One day there were Spangled 
drongos, Rufous whistlers and 
overhead in an open fire trail, a 
Brahminy kite and Osprey. 
Below and on the next pages is 
the contents of that brochure 
and some more photos from our 
2020 walks. 

Allan and Di Carr 

Banksia aemula buds 

Bicentennial Bushwalks 
Bribie Island Community Arts Centre 

Planning of these bushwalks began in conjunction with a major 
Bicentennial project for the Caboolture Shire (now part of Moreton 
Bay Regional Council).  It was decided that the Arts Centre should 
be set in bushland, and an area reserved for Local Government 
Purposes on Sunderland Drive was chosen.  The Bribie Island 
Community Arts Centre opened in 1988 along with these 
bushwalks. 

In collaboration with the Bribie Island Environmental Protection 
Association (BIEPA), volunteers established the tracks and a 
government grant funded the laying of a hard surface track to the 
first section of the trail, providing access for wheelchairs. 

After the devastating 1994 bushfires, members of the Bribie Island 
Garden Club began revegetating the area known as Warwick 
Spencer Gardens.  Planting began with a large number of suitable 
native plants from the Wallum Action Group native plant nursery 
on First Avenue. 

Banksia Trail - On the fire trail near the waterhole this walk 

begins near a large area of bungwall fern, 7 (Blechnum indicum). 
In places it seems like a tunnel through old gnarled wallum 
banksias, 1 (Banksia aemula) flanked by forest grass trees, 6 
(Xanthorrhoea johnsonii) and some wild may, 17 (Leptospermum 
polygalifolium). 

This is a likely place to spot some Honeyeaters, Friarbirds or 
Rainbow Lorikeets feeding on the wildflowers.  The sandy trail 
continues through wallum woodland and heathland with some 
woolly aotus, 8 (Aotus lanigera) and wedding bushes, 4 
(Ricinocarpos pinifolius) and wallum phebalium, 3 (Phebalium 
woombye).  Further on is a stand of Bribie Island pines, 9 (Callitris 
columellaris). 

The numbers in bold 
above and left refer 
to the map on page 4. 

Welcome to Bribie Island Bicentennial Bushwalks 

Melaleuca Circuit - At the trail 
junction the two circuit tracks 
begin.  This circuit winds through 
more woodland with an understory 
of forest grass trees.  There are 
coastal paperbarks, 14 (Melaleuca 
quinquenervia) beyond to the east. 

On this section there may be some 
flowering wallum boronias, 13 
(Boronia falcifolia) and rice flowers, 
12 (Pimelea linifolia).  After the 
turn to the west, the track heads 
towards a fire trail past some 
midyim, 2 (Austromyrtus dulcis). 
Along here you may sometimes 
hear birds such as the Grey shrike-
thrush or Rufous whistler. 

Palm Grove Circuit - From the 
start this track leads through more 
wallum banksias, across a fire trail 
and into a lower and denser area 
through coastal paperbarks, 
bungwall ferns and swamp foxtails, 
18 (Baloskion tetraphyllum). Across 
a small bridge the track meets 
Sunderland Drive. 

From the junction back near the fire 
trail, the track heads down into a 
stand of cabbage tree palms, 16 
(Livistona australis), with some 
large old swamp mahogany trees, 15 
(Eucalyptus robusta) and more 
swamp foxtails.  It then continues 
back up to the fire trail and across 
to the Melaleuca Circuit  

Allan with some of the Arts Centre 
Volunteers 

Scarlet 
honeyeater 
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Bicentennial Bushwalks Map 
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Some native plant species of the Bicentennial Bushwalks 
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Some native plant species of the Bicentennial Bushwalks 
(continued) 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

The best time to see many of these native plants in flower is during the months of July, August and 

September. Those pictured are not all you may see and the book mentioned on page 2 will help with 

identification of any others you discover. An earlier BIEPA publication, written by Ian C MacRae, 

Wildflowers of Bribie Island is also available from the Arts Centre. 

A list of 87 bird species identified in the bushwalks area during a special study in 1990-1992 is available. 

Another BIEPA publication, written by Trevor Ford, Bribie Birds is available from the Arts Centre as well. 

 
 
 
 
 
 

191 Sunderland Drive, Banksia Beach, Bribie Island 4507 

Phone: 07 3408 9288 Email: info@bribieartscentre.com.au 

Open: Tuesday to Saturday 9.00 am to 4.00 pm 

                           Sunday 9.00 am to 1.00 pm 


