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Our Excursion this month - July 

This month we will walk at Bobbie Sattler Nature Refuge. There should 

be a few yellow pea flowers evident and hopefully we will find that 

Lindernia we’ve seen there before. Details below:— 

9.00 am Sunday, 18 July 

● Meet at Little Mountain Common, Raintree Boulevard, 
LITTLE MOUNTAIN. (UBD Sunshine Coast Map 99:E11) 

● Then a walk at Bobbie Sattler Nature Refuge, Pierce Road. 
BELLS CREEK. (UBD Map Sunshine C 98:K7) 

Our May Excursion at Bribie Island 

For our May Excursion at Bribie Island Bicentennial Bushwalks we had 

twelve members present with eight apologies. Before we walked on the 

three trails there, we had a discussion about future plans for the Study 

Group. Thanks to Bonni we had an opportunity to share items from 

Barbara Henderson’s vast seed collection. 

That led me to thinking about the need for a Seed Curator for our 

group. Let me know if you would be interested in taking on this role. 

The Acacia Study Group model for this task is worth following. 

Also discussed was the need to have a different member take on the 

role of leader each time we have an excursion. Hopefully, this will 

happen for our November Excursion. 

Our walk in the wallum woodland there didn’t disappoint as we found 

many of the plants on the list of almost ninety species were flowering or 

fruiting. Allan Carr 

From a postcard by Don Perrin 

 Geodorum densiflorum Acianthus fornicatus Pterostylis nutans 

Some ground orchids of Bribie Island 
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For Your Diary 

9.00 am Sunday, 23 September 
● Meet at the Picnic Shelter, Garden of 
Remembrance, Tallowwood Drive, 
DECEPTION BAY. (UBD Map 78:R4) 

Walk at Freshwater National Park, Priests 
Road. (UBD Map 79:C1) 

9.00 am Sunday, 21 November 
● Meet at somewhere close to the walk 
venue below. Details in next Newsletter 

Walk at Brisbane Koala Bushland, J C Trotter 
Memorial Reserve, Bunyip St, BURBANK 
(UBD Map 203:K7) 

● Each time you need to bring morning tea, 
water, hat, walking shoes, lunch, (sunscreen 
and/ or insect repellent). 

Eucalyptus conglomerata (swamp stringybark) 

In Tewantin National Park a kilometre south of Noosaville along 
the Eumundi-Noosa Road and flowering in late Autumn are some 
fine examples of Queensland’s most endangered eucalypt. One of 
the few Queensland stringybarks, Eucalyptus conglomerata or 
Swamp Stringybark is endemic to the Sunshine Coast area and 
distributed in five known locations between Beerwah and Kin Kin 
with an estimated population of just 1100. As you’d expect with a 
rare plant, the tree’s requirements are particularly specialised. It 
occurs in an ecotone, in this case the zone between wet heath and 
even wetter sclerophyll forest, on deep sandy soils of low fertility 
and low pH (4 to 5), with poor drainage. 

Distinguishing features are a multi-trunked mallee habit and the 
small white flowers clustered in the leaf axils, hence the species 
name conglomerata, meaning “together, formed into a ball”. 

The fruit is similarly small and clustered, the leaves glossy green 
on both sides and the bark is grey, persistent and fibrous. Being a 
true stringybark, the tree’s bark can be pulled off in long strings, 
in contrast to other local fibrous barked Eucalypts such as the 
mahoganies, E. acmenoides, E. latisinensis, E. resinifera and E. 
robusta and tallowwood, E. microcorys. The only other local 
stringybark I’m aware of is E. tindaliae (Qld. white stringybark). 

E. conglomerata can reach a height of 12 metres but in the Emu 
Mountain area there’s a stand of the trees which is much smaller, 
possibly due to exposure to coastal winds. Some trunks are 
practically horizontal. 

Seedlings of the species are very compact, exhibiting more lateral 
growth than is usual for young eucalypts and the immature leaves 
are hairy, discolorous and linear. I’m curious to see how it 
responds to cultivation as reproducing the right conditions for 
planting out could prove problematic. It does appear suited to 
bonsai. 

All photos on this page by Robert Price Robert M Price 

Buds and Flowers 

Fruits 

Near horizontal branches 

 Compact seedling Bonsai potential? 

“COVID hasn’t only created a property boom, but also made it 
easy for people to forget the Black Summer of 2019/20. 

The fires became yesterday’s news fairly quickly.” 

 Kel Henry, RFS captain village of Wonboyn. 
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Leaves to 20 mm x 10 mm are alternate and variable in shape from 

linear to a drawn out oval in two rows on opposite sides of the branch 

as in the photo on the left above. 

Flowers to 12 mm across are typically pea-shaped. The standard is 

broad, yellow with red markings and tinged red on the back; the keel is 

reddish and longer than the wings. Flowering can be from March to 

May and September to October. 

Fruits are flattened pods to 40 mm x 5 mm with thickened edges and 

contain 4 to 8 small black seeds. 

Flower showing the stamens protruding from 

between the reddish keel petals 

Feature Plant 

Bossiaea heterophylla variable bossiaea FABACEAE 

Pronunciation: BOSS-ee-a het-er-oh-FILL-a 

Derivation: Bossiaea, after Boissieu de la Martinère, botanist on La 

Perouse expedition which called at Botany Bay just after the arrival of 

the First Fleet and left six weeks later, never to be seen again: 

heterophylla, from the Greek, hetero – different and phyllo – leaf, (a 

reference to different leaf shapes on the same plant). 

Bossiaea is a genus of about 50 endemic species represented in all 

states. About half of these are found in south-western WA and 17 are 

found in Qld. 

Description: B. heterophylla is a small spreading shrub to 1 m in 

coastal sandy heathland and woodland. Young branches are usually 

flattened and hairless. It is found from Bundaberg in Qld, south along 

the coast and nearby inland of NSW to Gippsland in Vic. Bossiaea heterophylla flowers 

on stem with alternate leaves 

On the left - 

Bossiaea 

 heterophylla 

Habit on sand 

 

On the right - 

Seed pods and 

skeleton leaves 

“The economy is a wholly owned 
subsidiary of the environment, 
and not the other way round” 

 – Tim Wirth 
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Membership Renewals 
If you’ve not done so, it’s time to 
renew your Study Group 
membership due in June each year.  

This can be paid by direct deposit 
to: BSB: 064 164 
 Account number: 10005970 
 Use your surname as Reference. 

or: Cheque made out to: 
 ANPSA Wallum Study Group 

(Remember that you need to be a 
paid up member of a state body 
such as Native Plants Qld also.) 

*** 
If you live in south-east Qld 
hopefully you’ve booked for some 
of the free guided walks offered in 
the Sunshine Coast Wildflower 
Festival Program at -  
www.sunshinecoast.qld.gov.au  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 Xyris complanata 

 

Projects for rest of 2021 

1. Over the course of  the rest of 
this year I’d like our members to 
compile a list of remaining sites 
in south-east Qld where Wallum 
and Coastal Heathland can be 
found. 

It would be great if our members 
in northern NSW could do that 
too. 

I’ll send an email with this 
specific request later this month. 

2. Also, we really don’t have a  
list of “Wallum species”, so this 
is something I’d like us to 
compile as well. 

Let me know your thoughts on 
these two projects. Then there’s 
my suggestion on page 1 that a 
Seed Curator might be a good 
idea. Your thoughts on that too 
please. Allan C. 

Blandfordia grandiflora 

Girraween Nature Refuge 

 “The Earth laughs in flowers.” 

 – Ralph Waldo Emerson 

Wallum Hotspot 
Girraween Nature Refuge of 118 
hectares at Sunrise Beach is an 
area of wet and dry wallum 
heathland gazetted for this purpose  
in 2006. 

The park is one of the few areas in 
south-east Qld where you may find 
Blandfordia grandiflora flowering. 
Other plants there are the 
vulnerable Acacia baueri ssp. 
baueri, and the near threatened 
Macarthuria complanata along 
with Burchardia umbellata, 
Sowerbaea juncea and many more. 
Also, you may be lucky enough to 
spot a glossy black-cockatoo, 
ground parrot, echidna or koala 
there. 

This is the venue for a walk, as 
part of the Sunshine Coast 
Wildflower Festival on Saturday, 
28 August later this year. 

Styphelia viridis subsp. breviflora 

Girraween Nature Refuge 

Dillwynia retorta 

Girraween Nature Refuge 


